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SASKATCHEWAN




Saskatchewan Struggles with Staying Safe

Regina, April 27, 2007:  Safe Saskatchewan has just completed a number of research projects in an effort to understand why Saskatchewan’s injury rate is one of Canada’s highest. Qualitative and quantitative research was undertaken from November 2006 to March 2007 to gather feedback from over 2,000 Saskatchewan residents across the province. Some key results of the survey include:
     - 13.3% of participants correctly identified injury as the leading cause of death to Canadians under the age of 45;

     - 10% correctly guessed the true economic burden to Saskatchewan as $1 billion dollars;

     - 30.4% of respondents believe most injuries are predictable and preventable;

     - respondents under 25 or over 65 were less likely to believe injuries are predictable and preventable;

     - 50.6% incorrectly believe the rate of workplace injuries is greater than the rate of injuries off-the-job; and

     - 69.1% incorrectly believe the death rate from workplace injuries is greater than the death rate due to off-the-
       job injuries.

 “Safe Saskatchewan wants to raise awareness of the injury epidemic in this province,” says Gord Moker, Project Coordinator for Safe Saskatchewan. “In order to do this we needed to understand people’s perception when it comes to health, safety and injury prevention. Looking forward we are using this information to develop more awareness and understanding of the impact of injuries.”

Saskatchewan’s hospitalization rate due to unintentional injury is twice the national average and the death rate is 40% higher. The total number of injuries that occur in Saskatchewan makes up 7% of the injuries in Canada yet our province only makes up 3% of the population. As a province we spend an estimated $1 billion dollars a year on the direct and indirect costs of unintentional injury.
“We definitely have some work to do to raise the level awareness, not only for Safe Saskatchewan but for injury prevention in general,” comments Peter Federko, CEO of the Saskatchewan Workers’ Compensation Board, founding member of Safe Saskatchewan, and current chair of the Steering Committee. “We have a vision of a Safe Saskatchewan for all of our residents. That is going to be our focus for Safe Saskatchewan.”

Safe Saskatchewan is led by a consortium of public and private sector founders. The organization aims to raise awareness of the unintentional injury epidemic in Saskatchewan, coordinate provincial injury prevention initiatives and support all organizations and programs undertaking injury prevention in our communities. 

Survey Background

A telephone survey was conducted in March 2007 by Norsask Consumer Interviewing with 800 residents aged 18 or older and has a margin of error of +/- 3.5% at a 95% confidence interval. Gryphon Reputation Management gathered input from over 1,200 participants through a web-based survey and the opinions of another 50 participants from five focus groups throughout the province.
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