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Safe Saskatchewan to raise awareness about farm and ranch injuries
Regina, March 16, 2007: From March 14-20 2007 organizations across Canada will be running initiatives related to agricultural safety during Canadian Agricultural Safety Week. This year’s theme “Protect Your Moving Parts!” has been embraced by Safe Saskatchewan. The impact of unintentional injuries in Saskatchewan, including those related to farm and ranch injuries, has been estimated at $1 billion a year. 

“Safe Saskatchewan has a mandate to support injury prevention initiatives across the province,” says Norm Beug, Steering Committee member of Safe Saskatchewan and Senior Vice President of Potash Operations for Mosaic. “Bringing attention to farm injury during Canadian Agricultural Safety Week is a key component of Safe Saskatchewan’s short- and long-term strategy.”

“The numbers show an obvious drain on our province.  Hundreds of farm families are affected every year and the remarkable part is – these injuries are predictable and completely preventable.” comments Gord Moker, Program Coordinator of Safe Saskatchewan.

Some farm injury statistics include:

· close to 300 farmers or farm family members are hospitalized from injuries yearly in this province;

· an average of 21 farmers or farm family members are fatally injured every year;

· almost a quarter of all farm injuries involve children;

· the typical length of stay in hospital for persons injured in farm work-related incident is three days;

· over 200 Saskatchewan people with severe disabilities due to injury continue to farm; and

· 45% of machinery-related fatal and serious farm injuries occur during harvest.

Safe Saskatchewan is led by a consortium of public and private sector founders. The organization aims to raise awareness of the unintentional injury epidemic in Saskatchewan, coordinate provincial injury prevention initiatives and support all organizations and programs undertaking injury prevention in our communities.
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